WAR AGAINST ROBBERY AND MURDER
routs, masquerades, and semi-public gardens.   One morn-
ing Saunders Welch brought in thirty idle gentlemen and
apprentices taken the night before from a gambling-house,
the most notorious of whom were committed to prison; and
the master, said the newspapers, was bound "with very
great bail to the Sessions, where he will be prosecuted pur-
suant to the new Act of Parliament"   This is the first of
many direct blows that Fielding was now able to level
against the keepers of gambling-houses.    In conjunction
with other justices of the peace, he also revoked licences
for the sale of spirits; and tried to end all unlawful traffic
in gin, though he found the statute inadequate for the
purpose.   Profane swearers on the street were haled into
his court, and fined or sent to Bridewell, that he might
check "the licentious insolence of the vulgar."   Vagrants
who   appeared  honest  were   discharged;  the   sick were
recommended to the care of the overs.eers of the poor; and
the rest were bound to good behaviour or sent to the house
of correction until they could be removed to the parishes
where they belonged.    "Within a fortnight after the law
went into effect, fifty houses of ill fame in the Strand were
closed, many keepers fled to escape prosecution, and for a
time the streets were "cleared of ladies in an evening."
So determined became the pursuit that complaint was made
against the "very worthy and useful magistrate" on the
ground that his over-zealous constables interfered with
women of character who happened to be out after dark, and
that he was crowding the prisons with multitudes of un-
happy wretches, who when released would add to the swarm
of beggars, unless they were permitted to return to their
former courses for bread.   There may have been point in
the latter part of the criticism.  Fielding's desire, of course,
was to keep these women at work in houses of correction;
but the law which he urged with this intent had failed.   So
he did the best that he could in the circumstances; and that
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